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(The deponent sworn.)
THE DEPONENT: Yes, I do.
VERNON IRVIN ADAMS,
the deponent herein, being first‘duly sworn, was examined
and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. MARTIN:

Q Dr. Adams, would you stéte your full name on the
record, please?

A Vernon Irvin Adams.

Q And Dr. Adams, I have received a CV from the
defense. I believe it's the most current CV, so I don't
plan to go through everything on the CV. But I have
reviewed it and I just want to go through a couple of
items with you, all right, sir?

A Sure.

Q All right. If you would, leading up to you
being licensed in the state of Florida, would you just
briefly describe the training and the education that you
received, what schools and what years, that led you up to
finally being licensed as a medical doctor in Florida?

A All right. Bachelor's degree in chemistry from
the University of Maine, MD from Tufts University.

Q Would you spell that? Which university?

A Tufts, T-U-F-T-S.
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Q Okay.
A In Boston.

And then six years of postgraduate training in
pathology, the first year in anatomic pathology at the New
England Medical Center Hospital, which is now known as the
Tufts Medical Center.

The next four years in anatomic and clinical
pathology at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. And
the final year in forensic pathology at the Dade County
medical examiner's office and the University of Miami in
Miami, Florida.

Q All right. Go ahead, sir. I apologize.

A You wanted me to take it up to --
Q Your license in 1983.
A Right.

I got that license while I was still in training
in Minnesota at Mayo.

Q Okay. Have you been current -- are you
currently licensed in the state of Florida?

A Yes.

Q All right. 1In the state of Florida, since 1983,
what requirements have you had to comply with in order to
maintain and be a licensed medical doctor in good standing
in the state of Florida? I'm talking about seminars,

continuing education. What have you done since 1983 so
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that your license is current?

A Oh, I've taken the continuing medical education
credits that are required. I think it's 40 credit hours
every two years. And a certain number have to be in
subjects that are -- that change from time to time
depending on whether you're a new licensee or an
established licensee, such as domestic violence, HIV
infection, medical errors, that sort of thing.

Q And regarding medical errors, is there anything
that has resulted since 1983 where there has been a
complaint, whether it's been either unfounded or founded,
where someone investigated an allegation of some type
of -- I'm going to say impropriety, as far as the medical
field, that for some reason your licensing board had you
under scrutiny for any reason.

A There were no founded allegations. There was
one unfounded allegation from a woman who had an
accidental death policy on her husband, those cheap
policies that only pay for accidents. And she didn't like
the natural death certificate, so she filed a complaint.
And I just got the evidence together, and they said it's
unfounded.

Q And said what?

A They said it's unfounded.

Q Okay. All right, sir.
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A It was a man with a stroke. She wanted it to be
head trauma.

Q All right. There is some indication in your
background that you obtained a license to practice
medicine, I believe, in 2012 out of West Virginia.

A Yes.

Q How did that come about and what did you go
through in order to meet the requirements for your West
Virginia medical license?

A Well, I had to submit a lot of paper, and they
got references and verified everything that I'd done.

You know, the longer -- the more places you go
and the longer you live, the longer it takes you to do
this and the more pieces of paper you have. So I did all
that. And they have an unusual requirement in West
Virginia.

The candidates for licensure have to have a
personal interview wifh a member of the committee that is
the board of medicine. And they have to bring all their
diplomas with them. Yeah.

Q Okay. All right. And you went through that
process?

A I did all that.

Q - All right. We'll talk about your stint as a

professor in West Virginia after you left the MEO office
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in Hillsborough.
My question to you regarding your license in
Virginia, are you currently licensed in Virginia to
practice medicine?
A I'm not licensed in Virginia and I never have
been.
Q Then what was it in 2012? I must have misread
the documentation.
Were you in fact licensed as a medical doctor in
2012 or in any year in West Virginia.
A In West Virginia, yes.

Q What did I say?

>

Virginia.

Q I apologize.

A When I went up there, I learned there's a big
difference, and not to make that mistake ever again.

Q Okay. Well, I'll accept your life experience so
that I don't make that mistake again.

Your West Virginia license. Is it still

current?
A Yes, it is.
Q Okay. And same questions regarding the West

Virginia license:
At any time did you become under scrutiny by the

licensing board for any type of complaint or allegation,
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whether it be founded or unfounded?

A No.

Q I want to talk about some current associations
you may or may not belong to.

Can you go ahead and go about for me the
associations that, as of today, working backwards, that
you are currently associated with?

A The College of American Pathologists, the
American Academy of Forensic Sciences, the National
Association of Medical Examiners, the Hillsborough County
Medical Association.

Q Okay. Is that it?

A I think that's it for professional associationms,
yes.

Q Okay. Now, when we talk about professional
associations, there are some associations that just
require that you are in fact licensed within a particular
field.

Without -- I don't mean this to be derogatory,
but the signature ones are vanity, wheré you just -- you
have a doctor's license, you're a member.

There are other associations that actually
require some additional education, testing, board
certification, you know, that type of thing.

So when we go through these associations, any of
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the ones that you currently list require any type of
additional training, schooling, seminar, testing in order
for you to be a member, or was it simply as a status of a
medical doctor practicing in the field, you became
eligible to belong to an association?
A I understand.
For the College of American Pathologists, they

require board certification in some field of pathology --

Q Okay.

A -- which necessarily entails being licensed.

Q Okay.

A The National Association of Medical Examiners,
they have licensure for residents in training -- not

licensure, but membership for people in training, who have
completed medical school but are in pathology training.
And they have full membership for people who have
completed training. And I think they distinguish -- they
created a category called fellow for people who are board
certified, and I have that.

Q Okay.

A And then the American Academy of Forensic
Sciences, they have membership categories. Pathology and
biology is one. Questioned documents. There's one for
lawyers. And in pathology and biology,  that would include

physicians, forensic entomologists, and anybody that's
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biological that doesn't fit into some other membership
category. And I'm a fellow in that organization.

And as I recall, they keep track of board
certification but they don't require it. The fellow
standing is based on going to a certain number of meetings
within a specified time frame.

Q Okay. As far as the board certification, would
you explain to me exactly in what area -- I'll call it a
certificate, diploma, whatever -- that acknowledges that
you are in fact board certified.

Would you go ahead and give me the area and what
were the requirements for you to obtain that
certification?

A Well, the first certificate I got was in
anatomic and clinical pathology. And that required
residency training in anatomic and clinical pathology, and

sitting for an examination.

0 Okay. Any other certifications?

A The second certification was in forensic
pathology.

Q Okay.

A That required a year of training in forensic

pathology and sitting for a board examination.
Q All right. As far as the anatomical and

clinical, when were you board certified?
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A 1984.

Q As far as the forensic pathology, when were you
board certified?

A 1986.

Q When we talked about the continuing educational
requirements to hold your license, you already discussed
those.

Anything above that in order to maintain your
board certification?

A The board certification at that time was for

life. They now have recertification requirements for the

younger people, but I don't -- I'm not subject to that.
Q You were grandfathered in under the old rule?
A If you want to call it that, sure.
Q I wasn't being derogatory. But your

requirements in order to continue to indicate that you're
board certified, there'slno additional --

A No additional requirements. Right.

Q You have met them all, and that was for life,
even though it's changed now.
Yes.

You don't have to comply with those.

» 0 p

That's right.
Q Have you done anything, even though you didn't

have to, go back to any of the schools or seminars or
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whatever that are being offered now just because you
wanted to?

A Oh, sure. I atﬁend professional meetings from
time to time and I get the CME credits. They're the same
credits that I use for license renewals.

Q Okay.

A So I do some of those in my specialty of
forensic pathology. Others sometimes in anatomic
pathology. And some of them are in areas of clinical
medicine, because autopsy pathology you need to know a
little bit about almost everything.

Q All right, sir. As far as any type of
publications -- and "publications," I'm going to paint a
very broad brush, whether the abstracts, semihar, outlines
that you did, authors, a couple of chapters maybe in a
treatise someplace ...

Have you published at all during your career
since 1983°?

A Yes. I think you have that. If you have my CV.

Q I do. I just -- just quickly bull it out for
me, what you've got.

A Okay. Well, it's all the things you mentioned.
Peer-reviewed articles, some chapters, one book on how to
write autopsy reports.

Q Okay. The book about how to write autopsy
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reports, when was that? Was that a book that you authored
or was there a co-author, or did you participate by
saying -- asking --

Got a little tongue-tied. I apologize.

Were you asked simply to devote your time to a

particular topic or chapter within the book and it was a

culmination of a -- collaboration of a bunch of people?
A Well, that's a multiple choice question.
Q Yes, it is. But you can handle it.
A As a matter of logic, if any one of the elements

you posited are true I could just say yes.

Q Yeah, you could.

A Then you have to ferret out what I mean.

Q Yeah, but we don't want to be here all day, do
we?

A No.

Q Thank you.

A I'm a sole author.

0 And could you just go ahead, and let's put that
book on the record then.

What is the name of the book?

A I'd have to look at my CV to get the exact name.

Q I didn't bring it down with me.

A Okay.

MR. MICHAELS: Can I show him a copy of it,
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Glenn?
MR. MARTIN: Sure.
MR. MICHAELS: Looks like there are about four
pages of publication. I'll‘give you the
bibliography. |
A The title is Guidelines for Reports by Autopsy
Pathologists, published in 2008.
BY MR. MARTIN:

Q All right. And to your knowledge, is that book
available through a particular publishing house; Amazon,
through your Web site? How -- how do you buy this book?

A You can get it through Amazon, I know that. And

the publisher -- you can certainly get it from the
publisher.

Q Okay.

A It's been around for a while. I reaily haven't

looked into it.

0 Any updates on that -- regarding that book?

A No.

Q Any other specific publications dealing with the
writing of autopsy reports or gunshot wounds?

I want to focus specifically‘on gunshot wounds

'cause that's the case that we're dealing with here.

A Well, with respect to writing autopsy reports, I

played a large hand in authoring the practice guidelines
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for Florida medical examiners, which are incorporated into
the Florida Administrative Code.

With respect to gunshot wounds, tangentially
probably the only thing I've written was a paper or two on
veinous air embolism. And a lot of the cases were the
result of firearm wounds to the head.

Q I probably didn't associate veinous air embolism
with a gunshot wound.

How -- what paper is that? 1Is that an abstract?

A No. 1It's a paper.
Q It's a paper?

Sometimes, these papers, you've got to pay $150

to become a member and then you have to buy the paper.

Is that one of those papers? 1Is it in the

" American Journal of Medicine? Is it in a particular --

A I'd have to --

Q If you won't mind just looking at that one and
then we'll move on.

| MR. MICHAELS: Yeah.

A Okay. Here's one, Veinous Air Embolism In
Homicidal Blood Impact Head Trauma. That's not gunshot
wound.

BY MR. MARTIN:

Q No.

A So let me go back a little ways here.
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Number 21, Venous Air Embolism from Head and
Neck Wounds, 1989 co-authored with Dr. Hirsch.

Q And how do I obtain a copy of that? 1Is there --
is it on the Web site? Is it - like I said, some of the
medical -- you know, you go to an abstract, and in order
to get the full paper, you've got to be a member. I don't
qualify to be a member and I can't get it.

A Well, you could go up to the medical library at
USF.

Q I've done that before. Yeah. That's a lot of
fun. 4

A Yeah. Takes a lot of time, but that's probably
only 15 cents a page or something.

Q All right. Would you have a copy of that
electronically?

A No. 1It's too old for that.

Q And would you have a hard copy?

A I might. I have a fair number of the older
papers.

Q And if I would be willing to pay whatever the
state statute says I can pay for each page of a copy,
would you be willing to do that for me?

A I'd be more willing to do it if I didn't céllect

the 15 cents a page. That's really onerous.

Q I'm just trying to be fair.
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A When I was the medical examiner in Hillsborough,
when I arrived, they would count the pages, send a letter
to someone, and say, "It's’a seven-page report. You owe
us a doliar—forty-five or something."

Q Right.

A I said, "Stop it. Just send them the report.
Your time is worth more than that."

Q Would you be willing, if I sent a letter through
Mr. Michaels, to provide me a copy of that?

A Sure. Just send me an e-mail.

Q Well, I'm not in the 21st century. I don't have
outside e-mails in this office. I actually have to write
a letter.

A But I can tell you right now, that paper has
nothing on range of fire or stippling or anything other
than the fact that the bullet put a hole in a dural sinus
in the head, which then sucked in air that went to the

heart. That's what the paper was about.

Q All right. So you have an air embolism, that's
bad.

A Right.

Q I got that even as a layperson. I know air in

the heart is bad.
A Well, it depends on which side of the heart.-

Q Right. Left or right side, it's all academic.
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A

A little bit on the right side is not bad. A

little bit on the left side is bad.

Q Is bad.
A A lot on the right side is bad.
Q Okay. Well, then I'll think about that request.
When we talk about -- and that's where I want to
go next, is your life experience and your -- regarding

muzzle-to-target and distance determination.

So let's talk about that topic very generally in

your life experience.

And I want to begin with any type of experiments

or testing that you have actually conducted where you

would take a firearm, some particular ammunition, and set

up the test to make the determinations, just like I know

you've read Ms. Clark's FDLE report and know everything

that she went through.

Do you have that life experience? Have you set

up those type of tests and actually attempted to make a

determination?

A Oh, with comparison firings?

Q Yes.

A No, I haven't done that.

Q Okay. In your field, do you rely on the
expertise of other individuals who have the life’ -

experience of setting up test firings to determine
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distance determination, as f%r as formulating any of your
opinions based on your obserfations of what you see in an
autopsy? ;

A That could be done if someone wanted something
to the nearest inch or the nearest centimeter in
collaborations with a firearms examiner.

I'm told that the firearms examiners at FDLE are

deferring to the medical examiner for range of fire these

days.
Q Well --
A Let me finish.
Q Okay.
A For the vast majority of murder cases, no one

seems to be interested in anything to the nearest inch.
They're happy to say "it's within arm's length." "It's
more than a couple inches and less than 15 to 18." That
seems to work for most situatioms.

And coupled with the textbook answer that the
range for a close range fire, where stippling is
deposited, is out to 15 to 18 inches for a standard
hypothetical handgun.

Q Okay. One of the things that we have in this
case -- we'll talk a little bit more -- but we do have --
by the time the bullet enters Mr. Oulson, there are three

intervening factors, his wrist, Ms. Oulson's finger, and
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then his shirt, before it actually gets to his chest.

Now, in looking at the distance determination by
FDLE, of course, they didn't have Mr. Oulson's hand or
Mrs. Oulson's hand. They can't do the chemical test, the
burn, based on Mrs. Oulson.

So yeah, sometimes we do look at the medical
examiner. And that's probably why you're here, and we're
going to get into that in more detail.

But it's the combination of everything.

So my questibn to you is, with human flesh, what
is your life experience --

And let's go to the fact that you were MEO in
the Thirteenth District for over 20 years.

How many gunshot autopsies did you perform,
while at the Thirteenth District, involved stippling on
the fleshy area of the body? Not on a -- on the clothing.

Do you know?

A No. I mean, there would be a lot. But I don't
have any idea of the exact number.
Q Could you tell me what "a lot" is?

And let me -- and let me clarify the "lot" or
distinguish it a little bit by saying homicides.

A I don't keep track. I did a lot of homicides
over my career. Most of them were firearm wounds. Some

of them were closed. 1In some cases I had the clothing to
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look at. In some cases I didn't. I can't give you an
exact number.

Q All right. 1Is there any particular treatise,
authoritative source, that you would go to or went to in
this case for the general information dealing with
muzzle-to-target determinations? 1Is there something that

you've read, that you've always used in the past? A

‘treatise, authoritative state -- where is it that you're

getting your information the difference between cldse,
intermediate and long-range wounds and what would be the
outward manifestations of each one of those? What is your
source of --

Well --

-- information?

-- you had two questions.

Yeah.

» 0 » 0O P

What sources are available, and did I use any in
this case.

Q Yeah.

A No, I didn't go look up any sources in this
case.

As to available sources, any textbook of

forensic pathology has this information.

Q Let me ask you this:

How did you become aware of the distinction
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between close, intermediate and long-range gunshot wounds
and their representative characteristics? What is your
training to learn that information?

A It's my -- my training in forensic pathology.

Q And would you specifically tell me what that
training would be?

A Well, that was the one year I spent in Dade
County. |

Q Okay. And the reason I'm asking this question,
Dr. Adams, is because you do not, when you have an
autopsy, do the distant comparisons like FDLE does. So
you're looking at the characteristics of a wound and then
basing it on something -- this is an assumption on my
part -- you've either read, learned at a seminar or
whatever; are making general observations and conclusions
based on your observationmns.

So that's -- my question is, what is the source

of that information if you're not doing specific testing?

A It's the training and the reading I did.

Q Okay.

A There was a lot of reading when I was in
training.

Q I bet there was.

A And the books that I mentioned. They all say

the same thing.
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Q And can you give me --

A You know, one might say 15 inches, one might say
18 inches.

So when I testify, I'll make reference to the
hypothetical standard handgun of 15, 18 inches with a few
outliers going out to a couple of feet. Then I say if you
want -- if you need a more specific opinion, you have to
do comparison firing with a weapon, and you need a
firearms examiner to do that.

And as I mentioned, most of the time, it
doesn't -- it doesn't come to that.

Q Okay.

A People are happy to understand that it's close
range, somewhere less than the length of a person's arm.
That seems to do for most situations.

Q Did you find in this particular situation that
is not the case; that more detailed information is being
sought by all parties in the case?

A Well, I can't speak for all parties. I -- you
know, I've talked with Mr. Michaels prior to today, but as

to what your needs are in this case, I'm just beginning to

learn.
Q My needs are to know what you know.
A Yeah.

Q All right. Let's talk about your current
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occupation as we talk right now.
‘When you left West Virginia in
2012, you returned to Florida and began a

Once you come back to Florida,

approximately
new, so to speak.

what business did

you start, become involved in; what are you doing now as

your occupation?

A I am doing private consulting.
all been for attorneys. 1It's mostly caus
determination. And most of that is in ci
wrongful death lawsuits, some of which ar
malpractice suits.

Q As far as criminél cases, have
this particular case, have you been hired
attorneys involved in a criminal case req
services, other than Mr. Reeves?

A I have one other criminal case
this point, and I think I've been named i

0 And that is?

A That is in federal court. 1It's
Feldman.

Q Is that the pill case?

. Yes.

I read about it in the paper.

Yeah.

10 P 10 >

Sorry you've got to do it againl

And so far it's
e of death
vil lawsuits,

e medical

you -- other than

by other defense

uesting your

that's active at

n that, so ...

U.S. versus
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A That's the way it goes.
Q All right. So that is the only
only other case, criminal.

A That's the only other case wher

materials. I've had calls on other cases.

down a couple.

Q And of course, that case does n
gunshot.

A No.

Q As a consulting forensic pathol

that you're doing now, is the Reeves case
then, you've been hired that has involved

A Well, your question assumes tha
consulting when I left West Virginia. TI'
consulting on the side since 1989. And g
that time, I think there might have been
that I worked on.

Q All right. When you were the ¢
examiner in the Thirteenth District, did
allow you to perform services other than
ﬁedical examiner?

A Yes.

Q Okay. I did have a chance to a

-- that's the

e I've been sent

I've turned

ot involve a.

ogist, the work
the first case,
a gunshot wound?
t I started doing
ve been doing
oing back all

one criminal case
hief medical

your contract

that of the chief

gain look at your

CV and also look at your -- at your Web s

ite.

One of the things you indicated on your Web site
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is your focus of consulting:

"Cause of death, complex cases involving mix of
trauma and disease.

"Number 2, wound interpretation.

"Number 3, review of autopsy reports for
omissions or errors."

Those are just the three things I found on the
Web site.

Are there any others that you feel that -- any
other services that you would provide to a client other
than those three that you listed on your Web site?

A I get asked about suf;ival interval or the
period of -- during which someone might be capable of
voluntary motion. A couple of times I've been asked about
actuarial questions about the expected life span of
someone.

Q Okay. With that in mind, let me just make a
quick note so that we can cover that later.

Your Web site also indicates that you're on the
editorial review board of the Journal of Forénsic Medicine
and Pathology. Are you still on that board?

A Yes.

Q And that was, according to your Web site, 2001
to present. Is that correct?

A Sounds about right.
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Q Okay.
A You can cross check it with my CV.
Q My question to you regarding being on the

editorial review board, did you have any occasion to
review other papers, abstracts, articles, anything dealing
with gunshot wounds?

A I think there have been a couple, and they dealt
with large aggregates of data, suicide versus homicide --

Q Okay.

A -- survival intervals, that sort of thing.

Q All right. Any of the papers that you reviewed
dealt with muzzle-to-target determinations? Not maybe
specifically, but it was encompassed in the article where
you reviewed it before it was placed in the Journal of
Medicine.

A It might have been incidental to the -- one of
the -- a couple of papers.

o] Okay. I'm going to break this up a little bit.
Because I know, as the medical examiner of the Thirteenth
District, of course, you testified in trial, and of
course, you've been accepted as an expert. That's a
given.

What I want to know is, once coming back to
Florida after leaving West Virginia and this new position

as a forensic consulting pathologist, have you in fact
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testified in court? We already talked about the Felman
case -- Feldman? Felman, right?
A Feldman.
Q Feldman.
Other than the Feldman case, have you testified
in any other trials?
A Okay. This is since July of this year?
Q Yeah. Since coming back to --
A Right.
I don't think I've testified in any other
trials.

Q Any other hearings?

A 7 Is a deposition a hearing?

Q That was going to be my next -- I'm going to
go --

A Okay.

Q Okay. Sovhow about depos? Let's just do that.

A A couple of depos.

Q Have any of those depos encompassed in any Way
gunshot wounds or muzzle-to-target determination?

A No.

Q And that would have been from, what; 2012 to
date? 1Is that about what we're talking about? As far as
your new position.

A Oh, the only thing new about it is that I have a
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separate office and an address.

Q Okay.
A I don't do any more of it.
Q Since you left your position as a professor at

West Virginia and returned to Florida, that's the time
period. 1Is that approximately 2012°?

A I was in West Virginia from the summer of 2012
until the summer of 2015.

0 I apologize. I have the dates backwards.

A Oh, okay.

Q So 2015. We're talking the last 11 months then,
since you were a professor then in West Virginia?

A Well, I left there -- my last day on paper, I
think, was August 1lst, so it's not been that long.

Q It's not been that long. I understand.

You indicated, now that you have office space
and you're set up a little bit, we talked about the
trials.

In the Feldman case, when they tendered you as
an expert, in what field did the attorney tender you as an
expert?

A Forensic pathﬁlpgy.
Q Was there any other specific subcategory, if you
will, other than forensic pathology? Because I know the

Feldman case dealt with pills. So did they try to qualify
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you any further?

A No.

Q Tox or anything like that?

Okay. We talked a little bit about the services
that you are advertising that you would be able to perform
for clients in the area.

Have we exhausted all of those that we went
through that's on your Web site, including survival, the
voluntary motion after, you know, someone is injured? Is
there any other services that you provide other than those
for you?

And that's painting a very broad brush, I
understand. But is there any other services?

A That's really about it.

Q Okay. And do you have a fee schedule that is
set up in order to let your potential clients know the
compensation that you expect for the services and your
time?

A If they ask me, I'll send them a one-page sheet
that gives my rate.

Q All right. And can you tell me what that is,
please, sir?

A $450 per hour.

Q Do you contract on a flat fee, where --

MR. MARTIN: Let me strike that, Donna.
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BY MR. MARTIN:

Q When you indicate it's $450 an hour, is that
what your contract states or do you say, "I will review
this case for $10,000?" I'm being a little bit tongue in
cheek and facetious, but you know what I mean.

But is there any type of flat fee, "I'll do it
for this," or is it always four-fifty an hour?

A It's always by the hour. And there's no
contract, except what's in the rate schedule where it says
that the aftorney is my client, not the attorney's client,
and the attorney's responsible for paying it.

Q Right. Okay.

A So presumably they read that. Sometimes they
say they're agreeable. But there it is.

Q All right. 1In this particular case, the Reeves
case, how many hours have you billed to Mr. Escobar or
Mr. Michaels?

A I think it's less than five at this point.

Q We're going to go through everything that you've
kind of outlined on your abstract. But at this point, you
said that less than five hours at this point.

Do you anticipate anything further after this
other than testifying at a hearing? Any other work,
review, anything?

A Oh, I don't anticipéte any further document
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review.
Q Okay.
A They may ask for another meeting.
Q Right. To prepare you for your testimony.
A Right.
Q Yeah. I understand that.
“A And I understand there's a hearing coming up in

January and that they may want me for that.
Q Okay.
A And the estimate on time is just an estimate. I
didn't look at the billing records before I came here.
Q Okay. I want to talk a little bit about your
employment at West Virginia University.
And again, I see that I misspoke my dates. Was
2012-2015.
Were you a professor of pathology there?
A Yes.

o] And in 2015 why did you leave?

A I missed Tampa.
Q Any other reason?
A No. I'd had enough of the professor gig and the

bureaucracy of a combined medical school and hospital and
dealing with the state medical examiner office.
Q Your associations with the University of South

Florida while you were in Tampa working as the chief
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medical examiner for the Thirteenth District, could you
explain to me the dates you were involved over at USF and
exactly what your duties were there, please?

A Well, that goes back to 1991 when I became the
chief medical examiner.

We always had USF pathology residents rotating
through the medical examiner office, and then I created a
fellowship‘training program in foremnsic pathology. And
Hillsborough County was the sponsor of that until about
1996, thereabouts, at which time USF became the sponsor,
and USF started paying the fellows and Hillsborough County
paid USF for their serviées.

So -- and also around '93 or so, working with
Dean Marvin Dunn, the lafe Marvin Dunn, we executed a
formal affiliation agreemént so that the Hillsborough
County medical examiner department became a formal
teaching affiliate of USF medical school.

So all the medical examiners -- and I assume
they still do -- had and have faculty appointments in the
department of pathology.

Q Okay. Talk a little bit about your position as
a chief medical examiner for the medical examiner's office
in the Thirteenth District. |

Basically from 1991 to 20127

A Yes.
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Q And during that entire time, you were under
contract by the Hillsborough County --
A I was an employee.

Q An employee?

A Yes.

Q As the chief medical examiner?

A Yes.

Q And how often did you actually perform autopsies

as a medical examiner the last 10 years that you were
there?
A The same as it was the first 10 years.

I -- my autopsy schedule, when we were fully
staffed was about half as much as the associate medical
examiners. And when we were down a person or two people,
I would pick up a lot of the slack.

Q All right. So you have a rough count of the
autopsies that you did the last 10 years over there?

A I have a count but I'd have to look at it to
tell you what it is.

I can tell you how many autopsies I've done in
my lifetime.

Q Well, I'll accept that for right now.
A Okay. It's about 6800.
Q All right. Let's move on again to the last 10

years.
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Of the autopsies you did in the last 10 years,
do you know how many of those included homicide involving
a gunshot wound?
| A I can give you estimates.

10 percent or less of the caseload, autopsy case
load in the office was homicides. The bulk of the
homicides were gunshot wounds. There were certainly
stabbings and the occasional strangulation and the odd
arson case. But I can't give you a number.

Q Okay. Did you do the bulk of the homicides that
came in that were gunshot wounds or you just did some?

How -- do you know --

A I -- we didn't divide cases up by whether they
were homicides or not. Whatever I did was in proportion
to what everybody else did.

Q What I'm trying to find out is your life
experience of dealing with gunshot wounds in your capacity
as a forensic pathologist.

A Mm-hmm.

Q Some people's might be far greater than someone
in a rural area. You know what I mean. So I'm just
trying to get a feel for your life experience in dealing
with gunshot wounds in an autopsy.

Can you give me a feel for the number that you

did?
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A I don't have an exact number. I did, you know,
many of those autopsies myself, and I also supervised
trainees, and I supervised the associate medical
examiners. So I was being consulted on difficult cases

all the time.

Q Okay.
A I don't know what to tell you beyond that.
Q All right, sir. 1In your capacity as a chief

medical examiner for the Thirteenth District, your
experience in testifying in court, have you testified in
court relating to gunshot wounds specifically that
involved muzzle-to-target determinations?

A Yes.

Q And do you know how many times you've done that?

A No. I don't keep track of the number of times I
testify, except on the private consulting cases because of
the federal requirements.

You can get -- as a matter of public
information, you can get a printout from the database at
Hillsborough County. I think that would go back to about
196 or '98. And that'll break it out by criminal or
civil, and the jurisdiction. But I don't know what the
numbers are.

Q Again, just following up, as far as the number

of autopsies where stippling was involved, do you have any
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breakdown as far as the number of cases, whether it be
suicide or homicide, where your autopsy included the
interpretation of stippling found on the body?

A No. All I can say is that it's a substantial
number. But I don't even know how many times I've
testified.

I can give you a total number of autopsies. If
you want a breakout, you can go to the Hillsborough County
medical examiner department and get information there from
about '96 or '98 when the database was created.

Q Okay. We're going to start talking about this
case, okay?

This particular case is the state of Florida
versus Curtis Reeves.

When were you first hired as a consulting
forensic pathologist in State versus Curtis Reeves?

A I think it might have been three or four months
ago.

o] Okay. We're in 2015, December. So if we just
go back, we're talking about August? July, August?

A Could be.

Q Is there a contract or is this a handshake?
A No contract.
Q What memorialized that you are -- you accepted a

position as an expert in State versus Curtis Reeves and
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establishing the fee which would be a binding contract
that would be enforceable? Is there any type of
documentation? Any type of --

A Well, probably some e-mails. It might have been
a phone call. But in a case where there's no insurance
company, I typically get a two-hour retainer. So that
might constitute memorializing something.

Q And the e-mails regarding the fees would be
memorializing $450 an hour on either a two-hour retainer,
and then I'll invoice you.at the end? I'm guessing but
I'm just trying to help you out. What are we talking
about?.

A Yeah. Or they might have just asked for a rate
schedule and I sent that to them.

Q Okay. Would you be willing to provide me with
your rate schedule?

A Sure.

Q What I'1l1 do is at the conclusion of the depo,
I'll send a letter to Mr. Michaels, and we'll go through
him.

Fair enough?

A Sure.

Q The e-mails that you mentioned between the law
office of Mr. Escobar, other than fees, did'your e-mails

contain any type of documentation of results of any
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reviews or any opinions?

A No.

Q I did receive an abstract, and the abstract,
just so the reader of this record will know what I'm
talking about, it is a multipage document that identifies
certain aspects of the autopsy report, the deposition of
Dr. Thogmartin, photographs of Chad Oulson, photographs of
Nicole Oulson, and also a review of the ballistic report
by Jennifer Clark. It also identifies certain tangible
evidence, a cover shegt that you received that was signed
by Manny Garcia.

While there are several conclusions or opinions

that you drew in that report, basically it's just facts
right out of other people's reports, is that correct?

A That's a long question, and it's not quite

correct, the assumptions that you threw in there.

The abstract does not include my observations on
the photographs. The abstract is just notes that I took
pulling informétion out of the records that I reviewed.

It does not include any opinions unless they're
specifically labeled that way, parenthetically, so to
speak.

My notes on the photographs, since they
constitute my own observations, I put that in a separate

file document.
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So you can construe that as a casual report if
you want. The abstract is noﬁ a report. They're simply
notes. It's much tidier and easier to deal with a
deposition than being asked to produce, you know, a
six-inch stack of photostatic records with pencil scrawls
in the margin.

Q I understand.

Other than thé abstract, are there any other
notes, whether they be handwritten or tape recorded, that
are still in existence?

A Only the documents that were provided to me by
Mr. Michaels' office.

Q Okay. The documents that are noted in the
abstract, are those the only documents that you received?
Autopsy report, autopsy photo, photos of Nicole Oulson's

hand, Jennifer Clark's ballistic report.

A There's one other thing.

Q Okay.

A The -- where is it -- motion to dismiss.
Q We're going to go over that.

A Yeah. They wanted me to read this. So it might
have been sent to me initially and I just ignored it, but
it came up that they really wanted me to read this, so I
read it just the other day.

Q Okay. While you have it there, go ahead and
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turn to page 27. And then you can just set it down and
we'll be ready to go when we get to it.

A Okay.

Q All right. Very good.

Other than communications to Mr. Escobar or to
Mr. Michaels, have you had any communications with any of
the other experts hired in this case? Mr. Hayden,

Mr. Knox, Mr. Koenig, Mr. Foley who is a forensic
radiologist.

Any communications with those individuals?

A No. And this is the first time I've heard their
names.

Q What I'd like to do now, again, I have a -- I
have a list of documents. And I know that you went
through some of them. And I'm going to -- I have those
first to cover but I'm going to save those till last.

Let me go through some documents just to figure
out if we need to talk about it at all, okay?

A Sure.

Q The theater surveillance video.

Regardless of the form or source, have you
viewed the surveillance video documenting Mr. Reeves at
the theater and the shooting involvin